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Simchat Torah Service 
Sun., Oct. 12, 6:30-8:30 p.m.

Join the fun after services and Hagiga as we nosh, sing and shake 
the lulav and etrog in our sukkah!

Please bring a vegetarian, nut-free dish which serves 8-10 people to 
share.  Potluck assignments:
•A-H salad/side dish  •I-P dessert or drink  • Q-Z main dish

Questions? Contact Robyn robyn@kolhalev.net or 216-320-1498

Sukkot Intergenerational Celebration
Saturday, October 7 at 12:30

Thursday
October 12

Shemini Atzeret
10:30—12:30 pm

Simchat Torah
6:30—8:30 pm
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Mailing Address & Offices:
Kol HaLev
2245 Warrensville Center Rd. Suite 215
University Heights, OH 44118
(216) 320-1498

RABBI:
Steve Segar

rabbisteve@kolhalev.net

NOVEMBER NEWSLETTER DEADLINE: SUN., OCT. 15

Services & Programs are held at:
The Lillian and Betty Ratner School
27575 Shaker Boulevard
Pepper Pike, OH 44124
http://www.kolhalev.net

OFFICE MANAGER:
Kelli Birch

kelli@kolhalev.net

EDUCATION DIRECTOR:
Robyn Novick

robyn@kolhalev.net

Officers:

President Karly Whitaker
Vice President Mattuck Meachem
Secretary Deena Epstein
Treasurer David Conn 
Past President Halle Barnett

At-Large Members

Art Biagianti
Nurete Brenner
Kelvin Arthur
Celia Jennings

Ex Officio Members:

Rabbi Steve Segar
Founding Rabbi Jeffrey Schein
Education Dir. Robyn Novick

DIRECTORY

WELCOMING & CARING 
• Hesed – Robin Holzman & Martha Schubert
• Calendar —Robin Holzman & Kelli Birch 
• Newsletter – Lila Hanft
• Proofreader – David Roberts
• Weekly Update – Robin Holzman
• Website – Brian Miller, Lila Hanft, Benjamin Barnett
• Marketing/PR –Halle Barnett
• Tech Support – Brian Miller

SPIRITUAL 
• Religious Practices –Bruce Fallick
• Holidays – Amy Hogg & Adina Davidson
• Meditation – Nancy Rubel & Allen Binstock
• Rosh Hodesh – Kirby Date
• Leyning Coordinator – Connie Friedman
• Lay Service Leader Coordinator – David Conn
• Service Co-Leader Coordinator – Arthur Lieberman

LEARNING VALUES TEAM 
• Youth & Family Education – Bill Marcus, interim
• Adult Education – Alan Federman
• Young Families/Tot Shabbat – Ben Seligman and Andy 
Oster
• Child Care Coordinator – Traci Elgart
• Torah Study – Ralph and Selma Gwatkin 

• Book Group – Kevin Weidenbaum
• Lunch and Learn – Alan Federman

INVOLVED VALUES TEAM
• GCC – Allen Binstock & Donna Weinberger

DEMOCRATIC & FISCALLY RESPONSIBLE
• Fundraising – open
• Mock Trial – Jennifer Finkel
• Cemetery – Mike Armin

PARTICIPATORY VALUES TEAM 
• Membership – Maureen Dinner
• Greeters – Kelli Birch (Office Manager)
• Kiddush – Kelli Birch (Office Manager)
• High Holy Days – Marcia Goldberg 
• Women’s Group – Happy Wallach 

DIRECTLY ACCOUNTABLE TO THE BOARD
• Finance Committee– Alan Weinstein
• Ratner Liaison – Sarah Prentice Manel
• Rabbi Liaison – Selma Gwatkin & Barry Epstein
• Strategic Planning Committee – Greg Selker
• Nominating Committee – Catherine Fallick 
• Security Corps – Bill Scher-Marcus
• Commitment Support Volunteer – Maxine Collin

 BOARD OF TRUSTEES

COMMITTEES and CHAIRS, by VALUES TEAM

Welcoming & Caring Lila Hanft
Spiritual Adina Davidson & Anna Kellman
Learning Bill Scher-Marcus
Involved Kirby Date
Democratic & Fiscally  Responsible Mattuck Meacham 
Participatory Maureen Dinner

Values Team Leaders
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rabbinic corner rabbi steve segar

THE WISDOM OF SUKKOT:  Remnants of a Jewish Aboriginal Tradition
A Teaching from Rabbi Gershon Winkler

We will soon be celebrating the third of the four festivals of our harvest season: Sukkot -- Rosh Hashanah and Yom 
Kippur having been the first two, during which we gleaned from our fields and from our insides what is good, and 
dispatched what is not so good to the compost pile of our lives for the hoped-for process of transformation. I know. 
You are wondering why I am writing so early about Sukkot and not a word about Rosh Hashanah of Yom Kippur or 
the Ten Days of Returning, etc. It is because, basically, it's all about Sukkot. All of it. Sukkot is the climactic drama 
that encapsulates the deepest meanings and intentions of both Rosh Hashanah and Yom Kippur and everything in 
between. Literally, the festival of Sukkot is referred to in the Torah as "Cycle of the Ingathering in the Turning of the 
Year". It is the actual harvest gathering time, when we harvest our past deeds and choices, gleaning the good from 
the not-so-good, taking stock of our stock, whether in our fields or in our hearts, and in regards to our relationship 
with God, Self, Other, and Earth. And if we have fields and orchards, it is the season during which we have in our 
homes more bounty from the harvesting than we had all year round. As such, it is a gluttonous time, as our tables are 
then filled with wide varieties of the produce we have gathered from the gifting of the earth and her trees.

And just then, precisely then, when we feel all this wealth of bounty, we are instructed to take these riches outside 
the comfort of our solid, permanent-structured homes, and have a meal of it in a flimsy lean-two with an even less-
dependable roof comprised of disconnected branches and leaves. It is a lesson in humility and a dramatic reminder 
of exactly where our bounty actually comes from. Just when we are inclined to feel swell-headed over our hav-
ing accomplished all this growth through our hard work in both the planting and picking seasons , we are gently 
humbled -- lest we declare "My power, and the might of my hand has achieved all this" (Deuteronomy 8:17); lest we 
forget where the flux of our blessings originates.

And so there we sit, singing, celebrating, welcoming the spirits of the ancestors each of the seven nights of Sukkot, 
vulnerable to the elements, unprotected, unsheltered, aware of how truly fragile we are at all times, and how the 
goodness of [Creation] sustains us even in those myriad moments when we are unaware of the miracles of our exis-
tence, and take life for granted.
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SELF-REFLECTION AND GROWTH IN HAGIGA AND LIFE 

When asked how he had had such an impact as a great sage and leader in the twentieth-century 
Jewish world, the Chafetz Chaim answered, “I set out to try to change the world, but I failed. 
So I decided to scale back my efforts and only try to influence the Jewish community of Poland, 
but I failed there, too. So I targeted the community in my hometown of Radin, but achieved no 
greater success. Then I gave all my effort to changing my own family, and failed at that as well. 
Finally, I decided to change myself, and that’s how I had such an impact on the Jewish world.” 
― Alan Morinis, Everyday Holiness: The Jewish Spiritual Path of Mussar

As I write this column, we are in the yamim noraim, the Days of Awe, the 10 
days between Rosh Hashanah and Yom Kippur. As I reflect on the past year, 
I am overwhelmed by the turmoil. Whether it be natural disasters, political 
uncertainty, the environment, religious and racial persecution, technological 
breaches, you name it, there is lots that is weighing heavily on my heart. 

While I struggle to make an impact on the world around, I am inspired by 
the quote by Alan Morinis, quoting the Chafetz Chaim, expressing that an 
effective avenue for affecting change in this world is to change oneself. 
Alan Morinis is the founder and dean of the Mussar Institute, and has 
been credited as the leader of the revival of Mussar in the non-Orthodox 
community. The institute defines Mussar as a Jewish path of character 
development and spiritual growth leading to awareness, wisdom and 
transformation. 

I heard Dr. Morinis speak recently about this moment as a time of trial, a time in which our inner and outer lives are 
out of balance. Even as most of us try to lead a life with meaning and purpose, there is a dynamic tension between 
the inner self and the outer self in regard to where we place our time and energy. That balance is different for each 

person, as each of us is a unique soul on a unique journey. One must take the 
time to reflect on oneself to gain a personal awareness of their strengths and 
areas that have potential to grow.

This year in Hagiga, we will take time to reflect on our personal journeys each 
time that we get together. We will take inventory of those middot (principles or 
virtues) that we hold and those middot that we would like to nurture in ourselves. 
At the first meeting of Hagiga this year, we made boxes which we will use to 
house our personal reflections. We will call these “I want to be boxes” and each 
week we will add to these boxes so that at the end of the year we can reflect on 
our personal journeys.

Alan Morinis concluded the talk I heard by saying that “who you are is your gift to the world.” Thank you for sharing 
the gift of your children with the community and thanks to  your children for sharing the gift of themselves with us.

Kol tuv (all the best),
Robyn

robyn novickHAGIGA HAPPENINGS

Mussar is a Jewish 
path of character 
development and 
spiritual growth 

leading to awareness, 
wisdom and 

transformation.

Who you are is 
your gift to the 

world.
~Dr. alan Morinis
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We send wishes for a refuah shleimah, a complete and speedy healing, to Mike Arwin; Anita Cohn; Ralph 
Gwatkin; Jayne Jones; Ron Kohn; Marilyn Litvene; Pauline Raymond; and Eda Weiss.  We would love to 
hear from you if you or another Kol HaLev member you know of would like to be included on this list. 

Thanks to Martha Schubert and Robin Holzman, who were the August Monthly Coordinators. During the month, 
members provided rides, meals and sent cards..

The Hesed Committee wishes

Shanah Tovah

To our wonderful Kol HaLev Community

May this be a year of good health, peace, growth 
and deepened connections for you all.

To participate in the work of the Hesed Committee, or to request Hesed support for yourself or another, contact 
Rabbi Steve, Robin Holzman (robinholzman@gmail.com) or Martha Schubert (marthaschubert@mac.com).

HESED

The Kol HaLev board discussed ways for the board to reach out to members and help them become more engaged 
with the community during its September meeting at the home of Celia Jennings.

Among the suggestions were one-on-one conversations between board members and individual members, more 
Shabbat dinners and small group conversations at coffee shops.  The discussion will continue at the October 
meeting. The board also discussed the need for ways to make it easier for members to create special interest 
groups—finding others with similar interests as a way to create community.

The nomination of Pam Millas as an at-large board member, replacing Robin Holzman who resigned for personal 
reasons, was approved. 

The board also discussed plans to hold Sunday Nesiya Hebrew classes at Beth El in Cleveland  Heights since we no 
longer can use Ratner on Sundays. Rent will be $25 per session.

There was no treasurer’s report because of a delay in the monthly QuickBooks report.

The next board meeting will be October 9 at Karly Whitaker’s house

 boarD report Deena epstein, secretary
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The October meeting of the Kol HaLev book club is Thursday, October 26, at the home of 
Anne Adamson. We will discuss To the End of the Land by David Grossman. (672 or 576 
pages depending upon the edition, a Kindle version is available). 

A preview from Amazon: In this stunning, bestselling novel David Grossman tells the 
powerful story of a mother’s love for her son. Just before his release from service in the 
Israeli army, Ora’s son Ofer is sent back to the front for a major offensive. In a fit of 
preemptive grief and magical thinking, so that no bad news can reach her, Ora sets out on 
an epic hike in the Galilee. She is joined by an unlikely companion—Avram, a former 
friend and lover with a troubled past—and as they sleep out in the hills, Ora begins to 
conjure her son. Ofer’s story, as told by Ora, becomes a surprising balm both for her and 
for Avram—and a mother’s haunting meditation on war and family.

Note: This is a very long book. The 47-page prologue is somewhat confusing and difficult. After that, the reading 
is less confusing, but this is not an easy book or a quick read. It is, however, an award-winning book and was 
called a masterpiece in a New York Times Book Review. Please give yourself the time to savor Grossman’s prose 
in this deeply moving story.

The book for November is The Boston Girl: A Novel by Anita Diamant. 

All Kol HaLev members are welcome to attend the book group. For more information about the group look at our 
web page (kolhalev.net/book_group) and contact Kevin (KJW@oberlin.net) to be added to the group’s e-mail list.

 hug hasefer: book Discussion group

Members of Kol HaLev will mark the following yahrzeits during the next month:

•	 Solomon Epstein- grandfather of Barry Epstein
•	 Virginia Geronimus- great aunt of Miriam Geronimus
•	 James Stern- brother of Karal Stern
•	 Lillian Schatz- mother of Selma Gwatkin
•	 Ruth Rubel- mother of Nancy Rubel
•	 Alfred Weiss- husband of Eda Weiss
•	 David Lockshine- father of Robin Shell
•	 Muriel Chasin- wife of Abraham Chasin
•	 Leon Plevin- husband of Gloria Plevin
•	 Irene Weinberger (Rachel) - mother of Irwin Weinberger
•	 Ben Yosowitz (Beryl) - father of Elinor Friedman
•	 Mildred Rosenberg- mother of Sue Biagianti
•	 Gwen Katz- mother of Barbara Epstein
•	 Elliott Warner (Eleazer Binyamin)- husband of Audrey Warner

Kol HaLev members may include the yahrzeit of loved ones in Kol HaLev Happenings by submitting the name of 
the deceased, the relationship to the member, and the date of death including the year to kelli@kolhalev.net. 

YAHRZEITS
They are now a part of us, as we remember them 
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HIGH HOLY DAYS CONTRIBUTIONS

Kol HaLev gratefully acknowledges the following contributions.

THE GENERAL FUND
•	 Anonymous
•	 Nancy Frazier
•	 Amy Hogg
•	 Mike and Elise Hagesfeld
•	 Rabbi Jeffrey and Deb Schein
•	 Sue Wolpert and Ray Lesser

IN MEMORY OF

•	 Benjamin and Halle Barnett in memory of Benjamin's stepmom, Mary Barnett
•	 Karin Bergener in memory of Bruce and Josephine Bergener
•	 Deena and Dick Epstein in memory of Joseph & Janet Mirow and Paul & Roslyn Epstein
•	 Barry and Barbara Epstein in memory of Gwen & Edward Katz, Maurice Epstein and Dorothy Epstein 

Arnold
•	 Dorinda Gershman in memory of her parents, Saul and Martha Roseman
•	 Marcia and Gil Goldberg in memory of Rose & Max Goldberg and Jo & Peter Wachtler
•	 Karen Hess-Hopkins, Dale E. Hopkins, Franklin Malemud & Rachel Leonard in memory of David Paul 

Hess, Rita Ruth Hess, Settchen Nussbaum, Ferdinand Nussbaum, Claire Hess-Wolff
•	 Robin Holzman in memory of Bob and Elaine Holzman
•	 Bruce and Celia Jennings in memory of Herb Kronman
•	 Richard Litwin and Kirby Date in memory of Harry Litwin, Evelyn Rosen, John Date and Matthew Date
•	 Phyllis and Frank Maris in memory of Phyllis' parents, Lily Brunschwig Marks and Eli Marks
•	 Mimi Plevin-Foust in memory of Bruce Chapnick
•	 Rob Pliskin in memory of Reuben Pliskin
•	 Nancy Rubel and Daniel Klein in memory of Nancy’s parents, Ruth and Herbert Rubel
•	 Terry Lilian Segal in memory of her parents, Hans and Shirley Segal
•	 Karal Stern in memory of her parents, Bernard and Helen Stern, and her brother, James Stern
•	
•	

IN HONOR OF

•	 David and Elizabeth Conn in honor of the Kol HaLev community
•	 Deena and Dick Epstein in honor of Evan Brodsky's bar mitzvah
•	 Rob Pliskin in honor of Marc Pliskin
•	 Jeff and Deb Schein in honor of Evan Brodsky's Bar Mitzvah
•	 Steve Segar and Andy Getz in honor of all those who became b'nai mitvah during the past year

IN COMMEMORATION OF

•	 Dick and Deena Epstein in commemoration of the yahrzeit of  Deena's father, Joseph Mirow
•	 Dorinda Gershman in commemoration of the yahrzeits of her parents, Saul and Martha Roseman

continued on page 8
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TO THE HESED FUND

•	 Juanita Fish
•	 Greg and Lois Selker

IN MEMORY OF

•	 Nancy Hecht in memory of Esther and Emanuel Hecht
•	 Happy Wallach in memory of Anne Kinney and Janice Wallach

TO THE HIGH HOLY DAYS FLOWER FUND

•	 Margaret Cohen and Kevin Rahilly
•	 Joyce Goldstein

IN MEMORY OF

•	 Robin Holzman in memory of Bob and Elaine Holzman

TO THE RABBI'S DISCRETIONARY FUND

•	 Anonymous
•	 Juanita Fish
•	 Anna Kelman
•	 Brian and Jean Miller
•	 Elisa Waugh

IN MEMORY OF

•	 Connie Friedman and David Shutkin in memory of Arthur Friedman
•	 Nina Glueckselig in memory of Leo and Ita Glueckselig
•	 Julie and Louis Handler in memory of Ethel Calvert
•	 Amy and Jonathan Herzenstein in memory of Judith Herzenstein and Norman Reuven
•	 Robin Holzman in memory of Bob and Elaine Holzman
•	 Irwin Weinberger and Meg Manny in memory of Irene and Herman Weinberger

continued from page 7
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 CALENDAR
Sun., Oct. 1 10:00 a.m.‐2:00 p.m. Sukkah Building at Ratner School
Sun., Oct. 1 10:00 a.m.‐12:00 noon Nesiya at Beth El the Heights Synagogue, 3246 Desota Ave, Cleveland Heights 
Mon., Oct. 2 7:30– 8:30 p.m. Executive Committee Meeting
Thurs., Oct. 5 10:30 a.m.‐12:30 p.m. Sukkot Service in Ratner Chapel; Service Leader: Rabbi Steve; Kiddush sponsors TBA
Sat., Oct. 7 9:15‐10:30 a.m. Philosophical Inquiry (5th ‐ 7th graders)
Sat., Oct.7 9:45‐10:30 a.m. Torah Discussion in Ratner Library  led by  Leah Kamionkowski
Sat.. Oct. 7

10:30 a.m.‐12:30 p.m.
Shabbat Service in the Ratner Chapel. Parasha: Hol Hamoed Sukkot;  Service Leader: Rabbi Steve; 
Kiddush Sponsors: The Abramson/Sklarin family

Sat., Oct. 7 10:30‐12:30 p.m. Hagiga
Sat., Oct. 7 10:45‐11:15 a.m. Tot‐Parent Shabbat Program
Sat., Oct. 7 1:30‐2:30 p.m. Sukkot Intergenerational Celebration and Potluck at Ratner School. A‐H ‐ Main Dish I‐P ‐ Appetizer 

or Salad; Q‐Z – Dessert or Drink; Kiddush Hosts TBA
Sat., Oct. 7 5:00‐7:00 p.m. Shabbat Practice Committee Study Meeting
Sun., Oct. 8 10:00 a.m.‐2:00 p.m. Nesiya at Beth El the Heights Synagogue, 3246 Desota Ave, Cleveland Heights 
Mon., Oct. 9 7:30‐9:00 p .m. Board Meeting at the home of Karly Whitaker; All members are welcome
Thurs., Oct. 12 10:30‐12:30 p.m. Shmini Atzeret and Yizkor Service in the Ratner Chapel; Service Leader: Rabbi Steve; Kiddush 

Sponsors: Maxine Collin and Chip May
Thurs., Oct. 12 7:00‐9:00 p.m. Simchat Torah at Ratner School; Appetizer and dessert potluck; Kiddush Hosts TBA 
Sat., Oct. 14 10:30 a.m.‐12:30 p.m. Member Led Shabbat Service in Ratner Chapel; Parasha: Bereshit;  Service Leader: Jane Arnoff 

Logsdon; Torah discussion will take place within service; Kiddush Sponsors: TBA
Sun., Oct. 15
Sun., Oct. 15 10:00 a.m.‐12:00 noon Nesiya at Beth El the Heights Synagogue, 3246 Desota Ave, Cleveland Heights 
Mon., Oct. 16 7:30‐9:30 p.m. Adult Education Meeting at the home of Alan Federman
Thurs., Oct. 19 7:30‐8:30 p.m. YFE Committee Meeting
Sat., Oct. 21 9:15‐10:30 a.m. Philosophical Inquiry (5th ‐ 7th graders)
Sat., Oct. 21 9:30‐10:30 a.m. Torah Discussion in Ratner Library 
Sat., Oct. 21 9:15‐10:30 a.m. Philosophical Inquiry (5th ‐ 7th graders)
Sat., Oct. 21 9:45‐10:30 a.m. Torah Discussion in Ratner Library  led by  Anna Kelman
Sat., Oct. 21 10:30 a.m.‐12:30 p.m. Shabbat Service in the Ratner Chapel, Noah ; Service Leaders: Happy Wallach and Rabbi Steve; 

Kiddush Sponsors: Mike Armin and Ron Kohn in honor of his 85th Birthday
Sat., Oct. 21 10:30 a.m.‐12:30 p.m. Hagiga
Sat., Oct. 21 10:45‐11:15 a.m. Tot‐Parent Shabbat Program
Sat., Oct. 21 1:15‐2:15 p.m. Mindful Jewish Practice in the Ratner Library. Nancy Rubel will lead for an hour of a combination of 

sitting practice and brief conversation
Sun., Oct. 22 10:00 a.m.‐12:00 noon Nesiya at Beth El the Heights Synagogue, 3246 Desota Ave, Cleveland Heights 
Thurs., Oct. 26 7:30‐9:00 p.m. Book Club at the home of Anne Adamson
Fri., Oct. 27 6:00‐9:00 p.m. Kabbalat Shabbat and Potluck at Ratner. Service Leader: Rabbi Steve and member musicians. The 

potluck contributions should be vegetarian/dairy or pareve and should not contain nuts. Please 
bring enough for 8‐10. In keeping with our goal of becoming a more sustainable community, we 
encourage members to bring their own reuseable plates, cups, utensils and napkins to our potluck. 
Assignments: A‐H ‐ Main Dish;  I‐P ‐Appetizer or Salad ; Q‐Z ‐ Dessert or Drink

Sat., Oct. 28 9:30‐10:30 a.m. Mindful Jewish Practice in the Ratner Library. Nancy Rubel will lead for an hour of a combination of 
sitting practice and brief conversation

Sat., Oct. 28 10:30 a.m.‐12:30 p.m. Musical Shabbat Service in the Ratner Chapel; Ha'azinu; Service Leader: Rabbi Steve
Sat., Oct. 28 1:00‐2:30 p.m. Lunch and Learn focussing on a Kol HaLev member’s personal experience with Israel
Sun., Oct. 29 10 :00 a.m.‐12:00 noon Nesiya at Beth El the Heights Synagogue, 3246 Desota Ave, Cleveland Heights 

Deadline for the November Kol HaLev Happenings Newsletter

Kol HaLev Happenings is the newsletter of Kol HaLev, Cleveland’s Reconstructionist Jewish Community.  This digital newsletter can be read 
onscreen in Adobe Reader or printed out on paper. Please email newsletter@kolhalev.net with comments, complaints, corrections, suggestions, 
or notices for upcoming issues. Back issues of Kol HaLev Happenings can be downloaded from the Kol HaLev website.

ABOUT THIS NEWSLETTER


